
Back to School Night at 
Canterbury Woods:

5th Grade



Meet the Team

Ms. Voeller
cavoeller@fcps.edu

Ms. Nelson
lmnelson@fcps.edu



Class Schedule
9:10 Arrival
9:30 Morning Meeting
9:45 Math
10:35 Specials (includes 10 minute recess)
11:45 Cougar Time
12:15 Lunch
12:45 Recess
1:05 Language Arts
2:50 Science/Social Studies
3:45 Closing Circle

Note: Each student 
has an individualized 

specials schedule 
depending on their 
elective requests!



For more information on our 5th grade 
curriculum click the link below: 

https://www.fcps.edu/academics/elementary-school-academics-k-6/fifth-grade


It’s more than just reading, 
it’s about their thinking.
How we work on their thinking:

• guided reading
• book clubs
• individual conferences
• partner conversations
• reading responses
• thinkmarks

Language Arts

How you can help at home:

Talk with your child about the book they are 
reading.

(You don’t have to read the book yourself).



It’s more than just computation, it’s 
about their thinking.
How we grow their thinking:

• Looking for patterns and connections 
• Tasks with different ways to approach and 

solve the problem
• Math talks and number sense routines
• Explaining your thinking in multiple ways

Math

How you can help at home

• Play math games; develop math facts
• Talking with your child about how they solve their 

problems and getting them to explain their thinking



5th graders will be 
departmentalized for Social 
Studies and Science. 

• Ms. Voeller will teach social 
studies

• Ms. Nelson will teach 
science

• Students will have Science 
and Social Studies every 
other day.

Social Studies and Science



Family Life Education

The Elementary Family Life Education program is taught by the regular 
classroom teacher. Boys and girls will be in different classrooms. 

Virtual Preview Night will be on Thursday, October 28.

More information regarding the FCPS Elementary Family Life Education 
Programs including “Year at a Glance” outlines and information about 

participation options is available online at:

https://www.fcps.edu/year-at-a-glance/fifth-grade-
family-life-education-fle

https://www.fcps.edu/year-at-a-glance/fifth-grade-family-life-education-fle


Grading and Reporting

Balanced Assessment Approach

• Projects
• Rubrics specific to assignments
• Tests & Quizzes
• Performance Tasks

Student understanding is assessed in 
multiple ways. Each assessment type 
provides information to guide and inform 
instruction to meet the needs of students. 

Elementary Progress 
Report

• Achievement Grade
• Effort Grade
• Life, Work & Citizenship

The progress report reflects the student’s 
current level of understanding and 
demonstration of knowledge and skills. 
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4- Consistently demonstrates 
concepts and skills of standard taught 
this quarter

3- Usually demonstrates concepts 
and skills of standard taught this 
quarter

2- Sometimes demonstrates concepts 
and skills of standard taught this 
quarter

1- Seldom demonstrates concepts 
and skills of standard taught this 
quarter

Elementary Progress Report

● Focus is on developing mastery 
over time 

● Indicates where a student is at the 
end of the quarter

● Grades are not averaged -- they are 
used to identify the FREQUENCY 
with which student demonstrates 
taught concepts/skills



Assessments

• iReady (Universal Screener)
• Reading
• Math
• Additional assessments may be given based on student performance

• Virginia Growth Assessment
• Reading
• Math

• Developmental Spelling Assessment
• Social & Emotional Learning Screener
• SOLs

• Math
• Reading
• Science



Routines/Procedures
• Birthdays

○ No food treats are allowed this year- small tokens are accepted!

● Snacks
○ Students are permitted to snack in the classroom as long as they are 

following COVID protocol. We want to limit snacking all day long, so 
please be considerate of what you send your student in with!

● Homework
○ Given at the beginning of the week and due at the end
○ Found in your student’s planner (please check it)
○ Students should be reading for 30 minutes every night



COVID-19 Precautions & Protocols 

Precautions
• No gathering on carpet
• Consistent table mates
• Handwashing before 

eating

• Sanitizer before leaving 
and entering the 
classroom

Protocols
• Review health screening questions 

daily
• Students sent home sick will need 

Return to School form signed by 
doctor.

• Upon COVID positive notification, table 
mates will likely be paused (because 
they eat less than 6 feet from each 
other)

• Refer to News You Choose for details 
about supports given when students 
are home



FCPS Portrait of a Graduate 

- Practicing skills in morning meeting
- Collaborating in groups
- Communicating orally and through writing
- Exercising Growth Mindset
- Cougar Time activities



cWEs CAN be Respectful, Responsible, Ready & Safe.

Responsive Classroom/SEL

• Morning Meeting
• Morning Message, Greeting, Sharing, 
• Social and Emotional Learning Curriculum

• To learn more, visit this site
• Creating our class rules together
• Redirecting, Reminding, Reinforcing
• Logical Consequences

• Take a Break

https://casel.org/fundamentals-of-sel/


Questions?

Highlights and Q&A on September 30th:

Grade 5: 7:10 PM

The Zoom link is in the email!
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